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The Law, including ordinances and regulations, of the Old Covenant was given to a sinful people whom God knew would break His commandments. Because of this, God made provision to account for their sins. In order that the people might be forgiven, God established a means to make amends and atone for sin. The goal of atonement is reconciliation so that God and His people might be united as one in relationship. 


Atonement, in the process, includes the transference of sin. Sin that is atoned for has been transferred off the sinner and carried away. As such, the sin exists no longer and neither does the punishment or guilt. Once sin has been atoned for, it is totally removed.

Atonement, under the Old Covenant, included the sacrifice of animals whereby blood was shed for the cleansing of the sinner. Cleanliness was and is essential for worship so that a worshipper might make holy offerings unto a holy God. Under the Old Covenant, atonement provided an “outward” cleanliness (Hebrews 9:13). However, the sacrifice of animals did not remove the guilt or sin of the sinner as God was not pleased with animal sacrifices. In the transfer of sin unto an animal, the animal may have carried the sin, but the sinner received nothing in return. Being covered with animal blood does not make one righteous for the blood of the animal does not bear the glory of God.


From the beginning, God desired obedience and not sacrifice. Sacrifices were made because people had disobeyed. As such, the shedding of blood made sin apparent. As Paul says in Romans 3:20, “through the law we become conscious of sin,” or as it says in Hebrews 10:3, “But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins.”

In Christ, however, we have one who was born without sin and who sought to obey God even unto death. In His Son, God was pleased. This was revealed at Christ’s baptism. Christ did not need to be cleansed, He was already clean. As such, Christ did not need to be covered with blood or washed with water. Rather, it was His blood that could truly cleanse a sinner. If a sinner were to exchange His sin for Christ’s life, they would be covered with the glory of God “for in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form”(Colossians 2:9). 

The Old Covenant Law was merely a shadow of the reality in Christ (Hebrews 10:1). Under the Law, the altar was made with human hands. The priest was a sinner born of human will and flesh. The sacrifice was an animal come from earth. Jesus Christ, however, who represents all these three, is the Son of God, born of God, who came down from Heaven. He is “the head over every power and authority” (Colossians 2:10). As such, what was given in the Law to the Israelites depended upon human power and engineering, but was given to all of humanity by Christ depended upon God’s power and authority. 

Therefore, the forgiveness we have in Christ shadowed by the former things in the Law, for instance circumcision, is not made possible by the works of man. Rather, the forgiveness we have is a circumcision of the heart done by Christ (Colossians 2:11). This means that as sinners we do not cleanse ourselves by our righteous deeds. Rather, we are cleansed by sharing in what Christ has accomplished by obedience to God on the cross. The removal of our disobedience is made possible by Christ’s obedience. He carries our sin unto the cross, while we receive His sinlessness leading to life. 

Under the written code, sinners could not be justified. Their sin could not be removed, their consciences could not be cleaned, and their hearts could not be changed. The Law operated outwardly apart from the heart and spirit that exists inwardly. Those under the Law atoned for sin through the regulations of the Law. This is like lepers trying to clean themselves with rags used by other lepers. As such, those under the Law were really held in bondage. The Law did not make a person clean so as to keep them from disobedience. Rather, the Law dealt with sin as it had been committed. Those who live under the Law are held accountable to the Law (Romans 3:19). Instead of removing sin, the Law only makes sin apparent. We know that we are sinners because we can see clearly that we have broken the Law. 

Christ, however, was born sinless. As such, Christ had never broken the Law. While the Law shows that a sinner is sinful, it also demonstrates that the righteous are righteous. In Christ’s life, He had kept the entire letter of the Law, as it was originally intended, thus fulfilling the Law. Having fulfilled the Law and died, He was set free from the Law for the Law only applies to those who live under it. Christ, having died, was no longer living under the Law. At the same time, since He died sinless having fulfilled it, the Law could not hold Him in death. Unlike the sinner that dies, they can never be raised because they are forever held in death by the sins committed under the Law. Christ, however, was resurrected to new life having died without sin. Being raised, He was no longer under the Law. As such, He was raised to new power and authority. Because He had conquered death, He then had the power to grant the same to whoever would come to Him.

This is the freedom we have in Christ. “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:13-15)
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