“The Servant Principle”

by Rick E. Ferguson


p. 11 
Servant comes from the word diakonos, from which the word deacon is derived.
p. 33 
All people—saved and unsaved—are benefactors of the Father’s compassion.  The unsaved experience it every time they utter defiance toward God.  They vocally deny God with the mouth God shaped, using the vocal cords he designed, pushing out air He stirs from lungs He created.  They think poisonous thoughts, using the mid God built, and are still allowed to continue living because of God’s grace.  People spend so much time griping about how unfair God is to them that they never look at life through God’s eyes.  If God used the same concept of fairness ruling the ways of modern humanity, modern humanity would cease to exist.  God, though, has grace and compassion, which far exceed human understanding.  His compassion alone allows tomorrows to continue coming.”
p. 37 
In the light of eternity—in consideration of all that God is doing—the things that divide people are usually trivial.
p. 45 
Though Jesus could never divest himself of his divine nature, he did empty himself of all the glory and prerogatives of heaven.  Jesus, the eternal God, emptied himself of his timelessness, willingly bearing the restrictions of time.  Jesus, the omnipresent God, emptied himself of his immensity, willingly bearing the restriction of time and space.  Jesus, the omnipotent God emptied himself of the use of infinite power, willingly bearing the weakness and impotence of a helpless baby.  Jesus—the perfect, holy, righteous God—emptied himself of the brilliance of his holiness, willingly bearing the full curse of all our sin, vulgarity, and depravity.
p. 70 
You belong to God.  He owns you.  You are his complete responsibility.  Whenever you complain about the inconveniences and uncomfortable circumstances in your life, you are ultimately complaining against God himself.  You may think you are complaining about your boss, job, church, pastor, spouse, parents, government, taxes, or financial situations.  The fact is you are complaining against God.  If you really believe you belong to the one all-knowing and all-powerful God, then you have to believe that nothing comes into your life without first passing through the grid of God’s love and will for you.  When you complain, you complain against God’s plan for you and what he brings to your life when life doesn’t treat you like you think you should be treated, don’t complain.  Instead, be a servant and give God praise. 
p. 135
List compiled by Dr. Finnis Drake details ways you might expect to suffer for Christ:
· Persecution for righteousness 

(Matt. 5:10; 13:21; Mark 10:30; John 15:20)

· Reviling and slander 


(Matt. 5:11-12; 10:25; Acts 13:45; I Pet. 4:4)

· False accusations
(Matt. 10:17-20)

· Scourging for Christ (Matt. 10:17)

· Rejection by others (Matt. 10:14)

· Hatred by the world (Matt. 10:22; John 15:18-21)

· Martyrdom  (Matt 10:28; Acts 7:58)

· Temptation (Luke 8:13; James 1:2-16)

· Shame for His name (Acts 5:41)

· Imprisonment (Acts 4:3; 5:18; 12:4)

· Tribulation (II Thes. 1:4)

· Stoning (Acts 14:22; II Cor. 11:25)

· Beating (Acts 16:22; II Cor 11:24-25)
· Being a spectacle of humanity (I Cor. 4:9)

· Misunderstandings, defamation, and despising

(I Cor. 4:10-13)

· Troubles, afflictions, distresses, tumults, labors, 
watching, 
fasting, and evil reports


(II Cor. 6:8-10; 11:26-28) 

· Reproaches (Heb. 13:13; I Pet. 4:14)

· Trials (I Pet. 1:6; 4:12)

· Satanic opposition (Eph. 4:27; 6:12) 
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