“Mere Christianity”

by C. S. Lewis


preface 
The name Christians was first given at Antioch (Acts 11:26) to “the disciples”, to those who accepted the teaching of the Apostles.
preface 
When a man who accepts the Christian doctrine live unworthy of it, it is much clearer to say he is a bad Christian than to say he is not a Christian.
p. 4 
Quarreling means trying to show the other man is in the wrong.
p. 5 
This Law was called the Law of Nature because people thought that every one knew it by nature and did not need to be taught it.
p. 11
The most dangerous thing you can do is to take any one impulse of your own nature and set it up as the thing you ought to follow at all costs.
p. 18
How men behave—how men ought to behave.

p. 26
What is the sense in saying that something without a mind “strives” or has “purpose”?

p. 29
You find out more about God from the Moral Law than from the universe in general just as you find out more about a man by listening to his conversation than by looking at a house he has built.

p. 31
It is after you have realized that there is a real Moral Law and a Power behind the Law, and that you have broken that Law and put yourself wrong with that Power—it is after all this, and not a moment sooner, that Christianity begins to talk.

p. 35
But, of course, being a Christian does mean thinking that where Christianity differs from other religions, Christianity is right and they are wrong.

p. 37
You must believe that God is separate from the world and that some of the things we see in it are contrary to His will.
p. 39
If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning; just as, if there were no light in the universe and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know it was dark.
p. 44
Goodness is, so to speak, itself, badness is only spoiled goodness.
p. 45-46
My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?... Of course I could have given up my idea of justice by saying it was nothing but a private idea of my own. But if I did that, then my argument against God collapsed too--for the argument depended on saying the world was really unjust, not simply that it did not happen to please my fancies.

p. 48
The happiness which God designs for His higher creatures is the happiness of being freely, voluntarily united to Him and to each other in an ecstasy of love and delight compared with which the most rapturous love between a man and a woman on this earth is mere milk and water.
p. 49
. . . the long terrible story of man trying to find something other than God which will make him happy.
p. 52
(I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.)  That is the one thing we must not say. . . Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse.

p. 55
We are told that Christ was killed for us, that His death has washed out our sins, and that by dying He disabled death itself.  That is Christianity.
p. 63
He does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good because He loves us.
p. 76-81
Cardinal Virtues:  Prudence, Temperance, Justice and Fortitude  
· Prudence = 
taking the trouble to think before you act, to 



consider consequences

· Temperance = 
going to the right length in all pleasures but 



not  abusing them
· Justice =
 fairness, honesty, integrity, keeping promises, 



commitments

· Fortitude = 
endurance, sticking with it even through pain
p. 86
New Testament says that every one must work, it gives as a reason “in order that he may have something to give to those in need.
p. 93
Good people know about both good and bad:  bad people do not know about either.
p. 102
The only bad thing is to sit down content with anything less than perfection.
p. 103
“Animal Self” ￫Fleshly Desires 



“Diabolical Self” ￫Spiritual corruption ￫ Hate, pride, power
p. 161
The whole purpose for which we exist is to be thus taken into the life of God.
p. 174
But they seem not to notice that the words “God is love” have no real meaning unless God contains at least two Persons.
p. 176
-￫Father in front   -￫Jesus at the side   -￫Holy Spirit behind
p. 212
It costs God nothing, so far as we know, to create nice things; but to convert rebellious will costs His crucifixion.
p. 223
In that way, to become Holy is rather like joining a secret society.  To put it at the very lowest, it must be great fun.
p. 226
How monotonously alike all the great tyrants and conquerors have been’ how gloriously different are the saints.
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