“The Four Loves”

by C. S. Lewis


p. 17
Need-love cries to God from our poverty;  Gift-love longs to serve, or even suffer for, God;  Appreciative love says:  “We give thanks to thee for thy great glory.” 

p. 58 
Without Eros none of us would have been begotten and without affection none of us would have been reared; but we can live and breed without friendship.
p. 71 
Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art, like the universe itself (for God did not need to create).  It has no survival value; rather it is one of those things which give value to survival.
p. 94 
Sexual desire, without Eros, wants it, the thing in itself (sensory pleasure); Eros wants the Beloved. . . Now Eros makes a man really want, not a woman, but one particular woman.

*note:  Four Loves:



I.  Nature




A. Affection –family (back to front)




B. Friendship –man & man (side by side)




C. Eros –man & woman (face to face)



II. Divine




A. Charity –God (omnipresent)

p. 128 
What is His by right and would not exist for a moment if it ceased to be His (as the song is the singer’s), He has nevertheless made ours in such a way that we can freely offer it back to Him.
p. 133 
All who have good parents, wives, husbands, or children, may be sure that at sometimes—and perhaps at all times in respect of some one particular trait or habit—they are receiving charity, are loved not because they are lovable but because Love Himself is in those who love them.
p. 137 
Natural loves can hope for eternity only in so far as they have allowed themselves to be taken into the eternity of charity.

*note:  Only God is eternal and thus, only divine love that is God can remain eternal.  Spiritual love which may be called charity is Godly love and eternal. 
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