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p. 14
In a sense, [Christianity] creates, rather than solves, the problem of pain, for pain would be no problem unless, side by side with our daily experiences of this painful world, we had received what we think a good assurance that the ultimate reality is righteous and loving.
p. 18 
It is no more possible for God than for the weakest of His creatures to carry out both of two mutually exclusive alternatives (ie. to say God can give a creature free will and at the same time withhold free will from it); not because His power meets an obstacle, but because nonsense remains nonsense even when we talk about God.
p. 24-25 
We can, perhaps, conceive of a world in which God corrected the results of this abuse of free will by His creatures at every moment: so that a wooden beam became soft as grass when it was used as a weapon, and the air refused to obey me if I attempted to set up in it the sound waves that carry lies or insults. But such a world would be one in which wrong actions were impossible, and in which, therefore, freedom of the will would be void; nay, if the principle were carried out to its logical conclusion, evil thoughts would be impossible, for the cerebral matter which we use in thinking would refuse its task when we attempted to frame them.
p. 32 
Kindness, merely as such, cares not whether its object becomes good or bad, provided only that it escapes suffering. … It is for people whom we care nothing about that we demand happiness on any terms: with our friends, lovers, children, we are exacting and would rather see them suffer much than to be happy in bad modes.
p. 41 
What we would here and now call our happiness is not the end God chiefly has in view: but when we are such as He can love without impediment, we shall in fact be happy.

*note: I do not seek to change that which I do not love unless it is merely for my benefit.
p.  43
God is goodness. He can give good, but cannot need or get it. In that sense all His love is, as it were, bottomlessly selfless by very definition; it has everything to give and nothing to receive. 
p. 63
According to the doctrine of the fall, man is now a horror to God and to himself and a creature ill-adapted to the universe bot because God made him so but because he has made himself so by the abuse of his free will.
p. 88 
Now the proper good of a creature is to surrender itself to its Creator – to enact intellectually, volitionally, and emotionally, that relationship which is given in the mere fact of its being a creature. When it does so, it is good and happy.
p. 91 
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.
p. 111 
For you will certainly carry out God’s purpose, however you act, but it makes a difference to you whether you serve like Judas or like John.
p. 116 
Our Father refreshes us on the journey with some pleasant inns, but will not encourage us to mistake them for home.
p. 124
But forgiveness needs to be accepted as well as offered if it is to be complete: and a man who admits no guilt can accept no forgiveness.
p. 130
In the long run the answer to all those who object to the doctrine of hell, is itself a question: ‘What are you asking God to do?’ To wipe out their past sins and, at all costs, to give them a fresh start, smoothing every difficulty and offering every miraculous help? But He has done so, on Calvary. To forgive them? They will not be forgiven. To leave them alone? Alas, I am afraid that is what He does.” 
p. 149 
Love by definition, seek to enjoy its object.
Ch. 4
HUMAN WICKEDNESS 

Summary of the illusions that we are not bad (sinners)

1. We are deceived by looking on the outside of things, by comparison. I am better than X, so I’m not so bad.

2. Corporate Guilt – part of the system.
3. Time cancels sin.
4. Safety in numbers. All men are bad and so badness is excusable.
5. Comparison of society in age or culture to other ages and cultures.
6. We have avoided conflict with kindness.
7. God may be more than moral goodness; He is not less.
8. Let no man say, I am tempted of God.
I have been trying to make the reader believe that we actually are, at present, creatures whose character must be, in some respects, a horror to God, as it is, when we really see it, a horror to ourselves.
1 of 3

