“Hearing God”
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p. 17 
We know that the Scriptures were written to tell men about God. And we are amazed that so many people had read the Old Testament in such a distorted way that they missed God himself when he was standing right in front of them! There is still the danger today that Scripture – if not handled rightly – can keep us from the living God and a real relationship with him.

p. 18 
But God has given us the Holy Spirit to be our Guide through life. To walk with us and talk with us. Our only responsibility is to listen and obey.

p. 45 
Purity of Heart is to Will One Thing. (book by Soren Kierkegaard)

p. 46 
Do you know the difference between forgiveness and cleansing? It’s the difference between cutting off a weed at the ground with your mower and pulling it out by its roots. Forgiveness has to do with the results of sin. Cleansing has to do with the cause of sin.


Forgiveness comes by confession and restitution. Cleansing comes by walking in the light: “God is light; in him there is no darkness… If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:5-7)


Many of us keep asking God for forgiveness for the same sins over and over and over again. The reason is that we have never experienced cleansing . The cause of the sins has not been eradicated. 


If the top of the sin-weed is cut off, for a short while it cannot be seen on the surface. But the weed will soon be back again, unless it is pulled out by its root. When we keep committing certain sins, we need to ask God to show us the root, the cause of our disobedience. We must ask him what our part is in getting rid of it.

p. 59
When God has blessed others by using certain methods, we sometimes presume that we should use the same methods. We don’t realize that God blessed that way for others because that’s the way he had ordered them to do thing. 


Nowhere is this more common than in church programs. One church prays and receives an answer – a specific method of carrying out a certain order of God. God gives a way; they follow it. And they are richly blessed because God blesses what God orders.


Then another church, seeing this blessing, copies the program – because they believe God is blessing the program itself. They fail to realize that what he is really blessing is obedience. And they never stop to ask him, “Father, what do you want us to do?”

p. 109
He speaks to you about what is needed now to carry out his will for the present. He does not usually speak to you about your anticipated or imagined need for a future ministry in the tomorrows.

p. 110
God knows our present circumstances and will cause us to be most triumphant and valuable where we are. But if we are upset or waiting for circumstances to change, we will neither hear him where we are nor accomplish very much.

p. 113
David Seamands refers to C.S. Lewis, who pointed out in God in the Dock that:


God works miracles, not magic, for no one makes bread out of stones – not even God. He turns seeds into wheat or corn or rye and out of that we make bread. When Jesus fed the Five Thousand, He didn’t take stones from the brook and turn them into bread and fish. He took loaves and made more loaves, fish and multiplied them into more fish. And this is what farmers do every year and the fish do in season – produce more bread and more fish. It takes them a long time to do it through the laws of nature. But Jesus Christ, being the Lord of both time and nature, can speed up the process into a few minutes.

ch. 8
TRUTHS:

· He is the God of “The Now.”

· The God who guides, provides – on time!

· The Lord speaks to you in the midst of your circumstances.

· God speaks plainly – confusion and misunderstanding are not from him.

· God, the Creator, works according to his own established ways.

p. 123
Are you asking God to give you a new job because of adverse conditions where you are at present? Often it is not his will to change your circumstances. He uses those circumstances to transform you.

p. 194
We would rather “use God” than to be used of God for his creative and redemptive purpose: to have fellowship with us. Out of fellowship we glorify him on earth.

If God gave you nothing but himself, would you be satisfied? The answer reveals whether you are loving God for himself, or for what you hope he will do for you.

· When you find yourself no longer just enjoying the presence of God

· When you find your prayers are limited to asking for things for yourself,

· When you are in a hurry to get answers for your needs,

· When Christian ministry becomes the all-important thing in your life

Then there is the subtle danger that you are using God for your ends. 

To put it simply, when you are no longer enjoying God for himself, then you are missing the primary function of meditation.

p. 200
When God leads an individual into some patter of behavior, prohibition, or call of ministry, it is unwise (and wrong) for him or her to assume that God wants everyone around to do exactly the same thing. 

There are factors in God’s revelation that are dependent on an individual’s maturity, spiritual gifting, God’s special calling, God’s testings. Since God makes each of us unique, his revelation to us will most likely be different from his revelation to other persons.

But, where God guides, God blesses – and it is easy for any of us to think God wants the same thing for others.

For example, God leads a person to stop smoking. When God leads, he helps. And so the individual is able to stop. Victory!

When we gain victory in an area, we talk about it, testify to it. We easily attach to that testimony something like this: “Everybody can do it – and everybody ought to do it now! I quit smoking and you can, too. God will help you.” 

We forget that we were able to quit because God guided us to do so, because he answered and helped. We forget that our liberty can be bondage to other people and bring them into condemnation, unless God speaks to them, too.

p. 230
Ministry is what God does through me for others. “Good works” are what I do at the command of God for others. They last for eternity. But “dead works” are what I do for others on my own, supposedly in the name of God. They do not last!


I have always been a hard worker. I have always put my heart into my ministry. But, after fifteen years as a pastor, I took a look back at what I had done in the Lord’s service to determine the results of my work.


Much of it was in shambles. What had been built up had not really lasted. In fact, some of it was torn down. I looked at people who had worked in various churches and others who had made all kinds of decisions at the altar. And I saw that basically they remain unchanged. Or worse, they had reverted to worldly lifestyles. This was devastating for me, for I was sincere and had worked very hard and had given up much of my life for my ministry.


What had gone wrong?


Then I remembered reading something Watchman Nee had said: “God will only back and bless what He initiates.” And I knew that in order for God to initiate, we have to hear God.


I realized that mine had been a ministry of dead works – dead because they had not begun with a word from God.


I had picked green fruit in order to get decisions and further my plans. I had placed or allowed people in positions of church leadership and responsibility who were totally unprepared. Some were not even managing their own homes wisely. I had built churches and organizations on the principles passed on to me by someone else who had used them successfully or by some agency whose business it was to promote “success.”


Then God began to allow me to discover that all lasting ministry begins with a word from God. Then you walk with the Lord Jesus. You listen to the Holy Spirit and obey him. And you have an effective, exciting, enduring work.


*note: Jesus said in John 15:5, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”

Personal Thoughts:

When God speaks, he will say “yes” or “no” to a question. The Devil will try to get you to derive your own “yes” or “not” based upon reasoning or guilt. For example, “Don’t go to church because your family needs you.” The Devil gave a reason “because your family needs you.” God, however, will simply say “go” or “stay” so your response will be one of faith.

4 of 4

