“Knowing God’s Voice”

(Outline Taken From “Hearing God” by Peter Lord


Knowing God’s Voice by His Approach

1. Remember that our Lord wants to come in for fellowship

a. He will knock, but will not push down the door.

b. Rev. 3:20; John 10:1-4; 2 Tim. 1:7; Matt 11:28; Heb. 4:14-16; Jer. 31:3; Matt. 7:7-11

2. Remember that he who comes in by another way is a thief

a. He will force his entry and then steal and rob you of all that he can.

3. Lord’s Approach from John 10:2-4

a. Our shepherd comes in “through the door”

i. He knocks and then comes in when we give permission.

b. Our shepherd lead; He does not drive

i. Enemies Voice drives by force

1. It threatens and intimidates working on the basis of fear

2. It orders, seeking to compel by force

3. It is urgent and compulsive. “Do it right now.”

c. Our shepherds approach is personal

i. He calls His sheep by name.

ii. Fellowship (1 John 1:3)

iii. He is a Father who approaches you gently

iv. He is a Bridegroom who approaches with desire

v. He is the Friend who approaches you sincerely

Knowing God’s Voice by His Relevance

1. by His relevance to time

a. God speaks in the “here and now”

b. He gives goals and promises for the future, but his focus is on the present

c. Matt 6:34

2. by His relevance to resources

a. God promises to supply all our needs (Matt 6:25)

b. God gives what we need, when we need it, no sooner or later.

c. God will not ask you to give time you do not have

d. He wants us to trust him to use what we already have in order to provide whatever is needed to do his work.

i. Enemy says, “You have so little to give, why bother?” 

ii. “Where are you going to get what you need tomorrow.”

3. by His relevance to circumstances

a. Enemy voices

i. If I did not have to deal with Church adminstration, how much more I could do for God.

ii. If I did not have to cut our grass, if my wife did not have to cook and clean, how much more could my wife and I do for the Lord.

iii. If I did not have to work with people who seem uncooperative, indifferent to the Lord’s will, what great things could happen to the Church for God’s glory.

b. He will tell you how, in your circumstances, to let your light shine. He will communicate about our present circumstances. He will not speak to us about what could be as he either created or allowed the circumstances we are in. He placed us there. Paul didn’t complain about being a prisoner.

4. by His relevance to your comprehension

a. God will communicate on a level you can grasp and understand. He will speak to you plainly about that which is clear and understandable to you. Doubts and confusion are from the Devil.

5. by His relevance in regard to his self-established ways

a. God uses any and all channels and ways he has established. God’s answer to you will be related to the ways he himself set up. He will not work a miracle when there is someone available to use. 

b. Quote from David A Seamands: “God made this world to operate according to certain laws. We don’t know all those laws; we’ve been a long time discovering some of them and we’ve got many more to go. These laws come out of the character of God Himself and express His inner stability and reliability…  Much disillusionment with prayer is caused by childish misunderstanding of how God works in relationship to this world. Let me use an extreme illustration. Let us say there is a married couple who, though they desire a child very much, have so far not been able to have one. They could pray several different ways which would in every case involve either that they would be able to have a baby or that God would enable them to adopt a child. We can’t imagine any couple who would pray for God to somehow drop a baby into their laps from heaven. But why not? Can’t God do anything? It’s not hard to see the foolishness and falseness in this kind of reasoning.”
Knowing God’s Voice by Its Content

1. How the content makes God known. 

a. God wants to make Himself known to us as our loving Father

2. How the content relates to scripture

a. James 3:17

b. A prooftext is often a statement lifted out of its context to prove a particular viewpoint. This is the technique Satan used in Jesus’ temptation. Jesus, however, replied with a basic principle of God. This principle is a divine way of operating that comes out of the character of God.

3. How the content relates to His Guidance

a. God is more interested in the development of your character than he is in changing your circumstances.

b. God deals with attitudes and concepts more than he deals with behavior (an inner solution rather than an outer one)

c. The Lord guides with “Yes” or “No” (James 5:12)

i. Enemies Approach:

1. Motivation to do it: thoughts of guilt or accusation: “You are not doing your share.” “You need to do something because you are not paying your employees properly at the plant” (earn rewards)

2. Motivation not to do it: thoughts of rationalism or defense: “You should not take time from your family” “You volunteered last time.” “You are not that good at that.”

d. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Ps 111:10)

i. Ps 32:8 I will instruct you

ii. John 16:13-14 Counselor

iii. Holy Spirit Guides using a variety of sources. We must be open to all ways God may speak to us. 

4. How the content relates to our sins

a. Holy Spirit convicts of sin (John 16:8-9)

b. Conviction by the Holy Spirit

i. Definitive and Specific. The Lord tells me exactly what I have done.

ii. Recognizable. It is something unconfessed and unforgiven that I recognize – usually in the immediate past.

iii. Definite solution. The Holy Spirit tell me how to take care of the sin. When I obey, I get relief from the soul-pain guilt.

c. Condemnation by the Enemy

i. Indefinite and vague. I feel guilty but cannot identify any specific sin.

ii. Imaginary. I have a hard time putting my finger on this- unless it is I something in the past that I have already taken care of.

iii. Usually no solution. If any solution is offered, it is irrational and unscriptural. The soul-pain intensifies.

5. How the content relates to our self-image

a. Enemies thoughts

i. I am no good

ii. I will never amount to anything

iii. I am a failure

iv. I am a nobody

b. Our self-worth is never attacked by the Lord

6. What it tells you about relating to others

a. God shows people as He sees them. He doesn’t look down at someone, He builds them up. 

i. Enemy says:

1. He doesn’t like you.

2. He’s mad at you

3. She thinks you’re dowdy

4. She’s too good for you.

ii. God says:

1. I love her and will pour my love for her through you.

2. He has something good to say. Listen to him.

3. He’s hurting. Invite him over for a visit.

b. God’s way: Tempering Justice with Mercy and Forgiveness

i. If a person has not been to church in three weeks and you say, “Oh, he’s turned away from God,” that’s judging. But perhaps you care enough about him to phone and find out he’s depressed because sin has gotten a hold on him. Then, if God tells you to, you go see him, love him, and pray with him, that’s mercy.

ii. Or suppose a woman comes to church poorly dressed and you say, “She shouldn’t come to church looking like that!” That’s judging. But if you talk to her, help her find a job, take her shopping, or maker her a dress, that’s mercy. (Gal 6:1-2)

iii. God says:

1. The good in others.

2. The help you can give to others.

3. Forgiveness.

4. Explanations of why the person acted that way.

5. A consciousness of your own weakness and failures in the past.

iv. Evil One says:

1. Value judgments. (Generalized speculation on the basis of an observation. She is no good because she didn’t return the dishes she borrowed.)

2. Revenge

3. Degrading thoughts about individuals.

c. God’s way: Building relationships, Not divisions

i. God says:

1. Reasons why you need to get together

2. Ways in which you can build bridges to others

3. Ways in which you can worship with them

4. The worth or our brothers and sisters to him and to us

ii. Enemies Tactics

1. Uses doctrine to divide

2. Uses experience to divide

a. Comparing spiritual experiences with others

3. Uses different methods to divide

a. The way people do ministry or Christian service

7. What it tells us about faith

a. Quote Charles Stanley “God is always challenging our faith and in so doing He builds our relationship with Him and helps us grow into intimacy with Him. When Jesus was on earth, He was always looking for people to respond in faith. He could just speak and that would be the end of it, but in many instances His voice requires an act of faith on our part to comprehend what He has revealed.”

b. God Bolsters Our Faith. When God speaks:

i. The word is in line with scriptural principles. (He doesn’t speak in conflict.)

ii. The word will cause you to trust him more.

iii. The word could be repeated and expanded as you go back to the Lord about it.

c. Enemy Attacks our Faith. When the enemy speaks:

i. Pointing you to the negatives of your own and other’s past experiences.

1. “I remember what happened the last time I did this!”

ii. Pointing you to the “limitations” of your present circumstances.

1. “That can never happen: there are too many obstacles in the way.”

2. “I can’t do it. Let someone else try.”

3. “I’ve tried, and it doesn’t make any difference. I give up!”

Knowing God’s Voice by the Results It Produces

1. God’s voice will bring you encouragement.

a. 2 Cor. 1:3-4

2. God’s voice will bring you peace.

a. Phil. 4:6-7

b. John 16:33

c. Heb 13:5-6

3. God’s voice will bring you sympathetic understanding.

a. Enemie’s Tactics

i. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that cause you to judge someone. (Rom. 14:4)

ii. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that cause you to despise someone. (Rom. 14:10)

iii. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that cause you to reject someone.

iv. The enemy puts thoughts in your mind that cause you to speak evil of someone. (James 4:11)

v. The enemy puts thoughts in  your mind that cause you to carry a grudge against someone. (James 5:9)

4. God’s voice will bring you hope

a. Joy and peace accompany hope from God.

b. When hope is from God, there is rejoicing.

c. Hope brings boldness of speech.

d. Steadfastness is also a part of this hope.

e. There is no disappointment in this hope from God.

5. God’s voice will create and sustain your faith

a. God demands faith (Rom 1:17)

b. God desires faith. (Luke 8:25)

c. God delights in faith (Heb 11:6)

d. He gives the basis and reason for faith (Rom 10:17)

e. Enemy tactics:

i. Thoughts of doubt, unbelief, suspicion, anxiety, and skepticism

1. if they prevail will lead to disobedience

a. disobedience of inactivity caused by doubt

b. disobedience of wrong activity

c. disobedience of complacency

6. God’s voice will produce gratitude in your heart. (! Thess. 5:17-18; Phil 4:6)

a. Enemy tactic: thoughts of ingratitude, envy, jealousy, and covetness.
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