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p. 52-54
Every person should study the divine order of the Passover as it is given in Exodus 12.

1. “Take a lamb” (Exodus 12:3): see also Hebrews 9:28; Isaiah 53:6; John 19:4; 1 Corinthians 5:7. It was not the spotlessness of the living lamb that saved them (Hebrews 9:22; 1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5). It was not Christ’s sinless life that saves us, but His death on the cross.


2. “Strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood.” (Exodus 12:22, KJV). It is not enough for the lamb to be slain. The blood was sufficient but not efficient unless applied.


Every Israelite head of family had to apply it to his own household; notice over the doorway, not under. What have you done with the blood, the blood of our Passover Lamb who died on Mount Calvary? (Luke 23:33 [Calvaria is Latin for “skull”]; see also John 1:12).


The hyssop—a common weed, but obtainable by everyone—is typical faith. The blood on the lintel is that which saved; not what they thought about it, but what they did with it counted. “When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13).


Not blood in the basin but blood applied saves a soul. Not all the blood shed on Calvary’s cross can save a soul from death unless it is applied, then—“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”

Not feelings—not personal worthiness, but one thing saved them—“the blood” (Hebrews 9:22).


3. “Eat the lambs” (Exodus 12:7). After the blood was shed and applied to the doorframe, then there was direction for nourishment. So with us: salvation first, then feeding—fellowship, worship, walk and service.


Feeding did not save them, but blood first; then nourishment was possible (John 6:54-58). “My flesh is real food.”


4. “Remove the yeast” (Exodus 12:15). “Search me, O God, and…see if there is any offensive way in me.” (Psalm 139:23-24). Yeast ( or “leaven,” KJV) is often a type of sin: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees” (Matthew 16:6); “Get rid of the old yeast” (1 Corithians 5:7).

Leaven of unrighteousness must be removed from our lives if we are to eat with God.


5. “Eat the meat…with bitter herbs” (Exodus 12:8). Christ tasted the bitter cup for us and some bitterness we, too, must suffer. “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful” (Hebrews 12:11). 


The lamb was to be feasted upon not raw, not unbaked, but as a suffering lamb which had passed through fire. It was to be eaten in haste with nothing remaining. Not a bone was to be broken! Christ’s body was broken, but not His bones (Psalm 34:20; John 19:36). 


6. “Be dressed and ready to travel” (Exodus 12:11, CEV). They ate the food standing, fully dressed, ready to go. All provision was made for the journey. What a contrast that night! Peaceful feasting in the houses of Israel: awful mourning in the house of Egypt!


We have read here of the Passover. Now comes the Passage. The Passover sealed them. The Passage of the Red Sea steeled them. They left Egypt under the blood, a marked people. They passed through the Red Sea a directed, determined people. God led them out and shut the door behind them!


“When I came out of Egypt” (Exodus 13:8). When did you come out? (Remember, Egypt represents allegiance to the world.)

p. 55-56 
The Building of the Tabernacle ( Exodus 25-40 )

Exodus 25—40 gives us one of the richest veins in inspiration’s exhaustless mines. We must use our imagination and reason as we enter the holy precincts and gaze upon the significant furniture. God told Moses He wished a sanctuary or holy dwelling place that should point to Christ and tell of His person and work.


The Outer Court:

Herein we see the altar on which the burnt offerings were sacrificed. Remember, Christ is our sin-offering (27:1*8).

The bronze basin was there for the cleansing of the priests before they could enter into the holy place to render their service (30:18).


The Holy Place:


Herein was the golden lampstand (25:31-40), typifying Christ, the Light of the world; and the Bread of the Presence (25:23-30), for Christ is the Bread of Life; and the golden altar of incense (30:1-10), symbolizing Christ’s intercession for us.


Holy of Holies


Now if we draw back the beautiful veil (which typifies the body of Christ), we will see the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God’s presence. Into this holy of holies, the high priest came only once a year to sprinkle the blood of atonement. The book of Hebrews tells us that Christ is not only our High Priest, but that He was also our atonement, and so we can go into the holy of holies (the presence of God) at any time with boldness.


The Tabernacle itself:


The Tabernacle, having the cloud of glory over it, taught the people that God was dwelling in their midst (25:8).


The Tabernacle was the common center and rallying point that could be moved from time to time. 

p. 57 
“Get right.” Say the offerings.  There are five of them: burnt offering, grain offering, fellowship offering, sin offering and guilt offering.


“Keep right,” say the feasts.  There are eight of them: Sabbath, Passover, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles, the Sabbath year and Jubilee.
 

p. 59 
1. Burnt Offering:  “Surrender” of Christ for the world—Leviticus 1

2. Grain Offering:  “Service” of Christ in life—Leviticus 2

3. Fellowship Offering:  “Serenity” of Christ in life—Leviticus 3


4. Sin Offering:  “Substitute” of Christ for sin—Leviticus 4—5:13


5. Guilt Offering:  “Satisfaction” by Christ for demands of God—Leviticus 5:14—6:7 .  

p. 61 
In non-Christian religions, worshipers bring sacrifices to their god; Christians accept the sacrifice from their God.
p. 61 
What we bring is our sin; what Christ brings is the offering and the atonement for sin. 

p. 64
The Sabbath was give the foremost place.  It was a perpetually recurring feast to be obeyed through the whole year on every seventh day.  It was a day of worship and rest, celebrating the finished work of God in creation (Genesis 2:2-3).  Christians celebrate the first day of the week, the day our Lord arose from the grave (Luke 24:1; Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 16:2).  Thus we celebrate the finished work of redemption. 

p. 70 
1. In Genesis, we see humanity ruined.


2. In Exodus, humanity redeemed.


3. In Leviticus, humanity worshiping.


4. In Numbers, humanity serving. 

p. 71 
The children of Israel learned:


1. 
That they must trust God, not people, in the day of crisis 
(Psalm 37:5).  Read Numbers 13:26—14:25.


2. 
That God would supply all their need according to His riches 
(Philippians 4:19).




He gave them food—Numbers 11:6-9




He gave them meat—Numbers 11:31-33




He gave them water—Numbers 20:8




He gave them leaders—Numbers 1:1,3




He gave them a promised land—Numbers 14:7-8


3. 
That they must worship God according to His instructions. 

p. 95 
Remember how Christ told the man with the withered arm to do what he could not do—yes, to stretch it forth.  The man made the attempt to do the impossible and Christ made it possible.  The way to stretch for h the crippled arm was to stretch it forth.  The way to cross the Jordan was to cross it.  Joshua told the priests to take up the Ark and step into the Jordan, when the river was overflowing all its banks.  When the soles of their feet touched the waters of the Jordan, they stood on dry ground.  And all Israel passed over on dry ground (Joshua 3:9-17).  With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.  God is always doing the impossible.  God’s biddings are His enablings.  


A man once said, “If God tells me to jump through a stone wall, it would be my duty to jump; it would be God’s duty to remove the wall!” 

p. 96 
A man, passing by a building that was being torn down, stopped to look at a laborer who was pulling away on a rope fastened to the top of the wall.

“Do you think that you are going to pull that thick wall down that way?” he finally asked in amazement. 


Between his tugs the man answered, “It doesn’t look that way to me, but I guess the boss knows what he’s about.”


And the boss did know, for the wall had been undermined, and after an hour of tug after tug the great wall vibrated, swayed and fell down flat.

p. 103 
Do not pray for an easy task.  Pray to be stronger!  


The greatness of your power is the measure of your surrender.  It is not a question of who you are or of what you are, but whether God controls you.  
p. 185
Why do the righteous suffer? We find:


1. The shallow view of Satan—that the children of God love and serve Him because it pays in riches and honor (Job 1:1—2:8).  Satan said that Job’s godliness was selfishness, that he served God for profit, that when prosperity ended he would be no more godly.  He received permission to test Job (Job 2:6).  Stan added, “Who wouldn’t serve God for a handsome income of so many thousand a year?  Watch him when his prosperity ends.”


2. The scarcely less false view of Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar (who agreed for the most part) that the unrighteous suffer because of their sins and the righteous are rewarded.  Hence they reasoned that Hob must have sinned, and this suffering was his punishment.  Job was a great sufferer; therefore he must have been a great sinner.  They said, “Who, being innocent, has ever perished?”  (Job 4:7).  But Job knew that his heart was true to God, and he could not accept the accusation of his friends.  He shoed them that their conclusion was false and the wicked often prospered in the world (Job 24:6).

3. Elihu had a far more just answer of the problem, but his eloquent discourse was marred by conceit.  He defended God and saw in affliction the chastisement of a loving Father.  But this did not explain the reason of suffering to Job.  Elihu argued that suffering was God’s discipline to bring His sons back into fellowship with Himself.  He believed that suffering was sent to keep us from sinning. 


4. Jehovah explained to Job (by revealing Himself to him) that when men see God something always happens.  The godly are allowed to suffer that they may see themselves first.  Read Isaiah 6:1-5;  Genesis 17:1-3; Daniel 10:4-8.  When we come to the end of ourselves, God can lift us up.  Job was a good man, but self-righteous.  Read Job 29:1-25 and you will find the personal pronouns “I,” “my” and “me” fifty-two times.  It reminds one of Romans 7.

p. 211 
The fear of the Lord spoken of here is not a fear of fright, but a fear of a son who is afraid he might grieve his father’s love.
p. 231 
This experience of Isaiah’s should be every disciple’s experience. The secret of all Isaiah’s power lay in his vision in the temple. “I saw the Lord!”


Conviction—“Woe to me!...I am ruined!” was the cry brought on by the sense of sinfulness before God’s holiness (6:5).


 Confession—“A man of unclean lips.” A broken heart and a contrite hear is precious to the Lord (6:5).


Cleansing—“Your guild is taken away and your sin atoned for.” After confession, a flying seraph (an angel) cleansed his lips with a hot coal off the altar (6:7).


Consecration—“Here am I. Send me!” (6:8).


Commission—Go, God’s command (see 6:9).
p. 261 
In the Old Testament, the glory of God refers to the light that shone between the cherubim in the holy of holies as the evidence of the presence of God.
p. 262 
The glory of the Lord left the house of the Lord because of the sins of God’s people.
p. 296 
It is not more liberty we need today, but more loyalty. Do not give God ready-made plans for Him to bless. Do not make your plans and then come to Him for approval. Let Him make the plans. Israel had foolishly made their own decisions. The people had become stiff-necked. God will not do anything with a rebellious spirit and a defiant will.
p. 330
Many scholars used to think the references to Nineveh in the Bible were only mythical. It seemed that no city ever existed. In 1845, Layard (Sir Austen Henry Layard, 1817-94, British author, diplomat, archeologist and excavator of Nineveh) confirmed the suspicions of the Englishman Claudius James Rich (1787-1820, British traveler, linguist and author) who in 1820 thought the mounds across the Tigris from Mosul were the ruins of Nineveh. The ruins of the magnificent palaces of the Assyrian kings, and thousands of inscriptions were unearthed, which give to us the story of Assyria as the Assyrians wrote it themselves. And so the magnificent capital of the wealthiest and most splendid city in the world of its day has been discovered and the Bible account has been confirmed.
p. 349 
The tenth (or tithe) is the outward recognition that everything belongs to God. We are to bring Him our whole selves—body, soul and spirit. Then He will accept us and open the windows of heaven to pour out His blessings.
p. 362 
Dr Van Dyke (Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, Presbyterian minister and professor of English literature at Princeton) said, “If four witnesses should appear before a judge to give an account of a certain event, and each should tell exactly the same story in the same words, the judge would probably conclude, not that their testimony was exceptionally valuable, but that the only event which was certain beyond a doubt was that they had agreed to tell the same story. But if each man had told what he had seen, as he had seen it, then the evidence would be credible. And when we read the four Gospels, is not that exactly what we find? The four men tell the same story each in his own way.”
p. 363
Dr William H Griffith Thomas (1861-1924, American New Testament scholar) suggests that we remember four words to help us link together the whole of God’s revelation. 


Preparation—In the Old Testament, God makes ready for the coming of the Messiah. 


Manifestation—In the four Gospels, Christ enters the world, dies for the world and founds His Church.


Appropriation—In the Acts and Epistles, the ways are revealed in which the Lord Jesus was received, appropriated and applied in individual lives.


Consummation—In the book of Revelation, the outcome of God’s perfect plan through Christ is revealed.
p. 364 
There are four distinct offices of Christ portrayed in the Gospels. He is presented as: King in Matthew, Servant in Mark, Son of Man in Luke, Son of God in John.
p. 365
Master this outline and you will be familiar with the contents of the 

-366 
Gospels for life. 

King—Matthew presents Jesus as King. It was written primarily for the Jew, for He is the Son of David. His royal genealogy is given in chapter 1. In chapters 5-7, in the Sermon on the Mount, we have the manifesto of the King, containing the laws of His kingdom.


Servant—Mark depicts Jesus as Servant, written to the Romans, there is no genealogy. Why? People are not interested in the genealogy of a servant. More miracles are found here than in any other Gospel. Romans cared little for words, far more for deeds.


Man—Luke sets for the Jesus as the perfect Man. It was written to the Greeks; His genealogy goes back to Adam, the first man, instead of to Abraham. As a perfect Man, He is seen much in prayer and with angels ministering to Him.


God—John portrays Jesus as the Son of God. Written to all who will believe, with the purpose of leading people to Christ (John 20:31), everything in this Gospel illustrates and demonstrates His divine relationship. The opening verses carries us back to “the beginning.”
p. 366
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas gives the picture of the Gospels in this way:


Matthew is concerned with the coming of a Promised Savior.


Mark is concerned with the life of a Powerful Savior.


Luke is concerned with the grace of a Perfect Savior.


John is concerned with the possession of a Personal Savior.
p. 398 
We find the account of choosing the twelve apostles in Mark 3:13-21. Notice the fourteenth verse. It tells why Jesus chose these men, “that they might be with Him.” Mark it in your Bible. This is what Jesus wants of His disciples today—that they will take time to be in His presence and commune with Him.
p. 411
The purpose of the temptation was not to discover whether or not Jesus would yield to Satan, but to demonstrate He could not; to show for the fact that there was nothing in Him to which Satan could appeal (see John 14:30). Christ could be tried and proven. The more you crush a rose, the more its fragrance is recognized. So the more the devil assaults Christ, the more will His perfections will be revealed.
p. 441
There area two natural division in Acts. In 1–12 Peter says to the Jews, “Repent.” Why? Because they needed a definite change of mind about the Messiah. In 13–28 Paul says, “Believe.” Why? Because the Gentiles needed not to change their minds concerning the Messiah; they needed to believe on Him.
p. 469
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, the famous New Testament scholar, said, “It is not hard to live a Christian life; it is impossible.”
p. 644 
A little Chinese girl said, “I know why Christ said, ‘You are the salt of the earth.’ Because salt makes folks thirsty and Christians should make others thirsty for Christ.”
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