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p. 16 
We must realize that the critical factor in speaking God’s Word is not the amount of Bible knowledge one possess.
p. 17 
However, as ministers of the word, we should realize that God’s Word is expressed through our flesh’ He needs our flesh. This is why our flesh needs to be dealt with by God. Daily we have to have transactions with God; we need to experience His dealings.
p. 28 
We must remember that God’s Word is present only where there are ministers of the Word. Without ministers of the Word, we cannot have God’s Word. …
It is not enough simply to speak the right words. There is also a need to be proper persons, proper ministers. God’s Spirit must first join Himself to the ministers. Then the living water will flow as His Spirit is released through the Word. …

Without the operation of God’s Spirit behind His Word, the Word will be a useless, empty shell. …

The ministers must have the Spirit.

p. 29 
If God can find a person who has been dealt with by Him, who is broken, and who is prostrate on his face, God’s word will flow through him.
p. 30 
If we are unwilling to be dealt with, we will not be able to work for God. We must not think that such dealings are optional. We should not presume that, after hearing a certain number of messages, we can release the same word. No! If a person is not proper, his message will not be proper. Man can hinder God’s word. The Holy Spirit is not released through the word alone. When God’s word comes to us, we must be free from all hindrances. We must be broken, and we must bear the mark of the cross. Our spirit must be a smitten spirit. God can only use such persons, and the Holy Spirit is locked within us, the hindrance and frustration is our outer man, our emotion, and our temperament. When such things are present within us, surely God’s word cannot flow through us. Even if we deliver a wonderful sermon, in reality it is nothing but words, teachings, and doctrines; there is not the word of God. 


God’s word has to penetrate our whole being – our feelings, our understanding, our heart, and our spirit. It has to flow in and out of us; it has to be identified with us, and then it must be released from us a result of grinding, crushing, and pressing. If our emotion is misaligned, if our mind is impaired, or if our understanding, heart, and spirit are even slightly off, we will damage God’s word. Not only will our word be flawed, but the church will suffer as well. We will damage God’s word and affect the church. This is the way of the ministry of the word, and this is where our problem lies. We have to learn to allow God’s word to pass through us without any hindrance or contamination. If God is merciful to us, we will find light in this matter. 

p. 32
In the first part of this passage Paul said, “God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace.” This shows that Paul was set apart from his mother’s womb. Then he told us that he became a minister of God’s word. While he was yet in his mother’s womb, God set him apart, and his course was assigned. When he was saved, he embarked on this course. This shows that the preparation and initiation of a minister is determined by God when he is still in his mother’s womb.

Every experience we had before we were saved was under God’s sovereign arrangement. God gives us our distinctive characters, our temperaments, our inclinations, and our virtues. God prepares all of these things. No one goes through any experience by accident. Every experience is part of God’s sovereign arrangement. No person inherits a character trait by accident; everything is under God’s sovereign hand. He made provisions long ago for our natural abilities and experiences, and He has prepared us for our future commission. Paul was set apart form his mother’s womb. His course was set long ago by God. Even his profession before his conversion was set by God.

*note: This may have been true for Paul to a degree. God certainly allowed his life to progress as it did. However, in my own life I have found that I pursued a life in visual art when God’s desire was that I pursue a different course. God did not choose this course for me, it was set upon me by the Devil. We must not be too quick to say God engineers every circumstance. God allows every circumstance and uses them for good in the end; but at the time it happened, it may not have been God’s will or His plan.
p. 45
Without ministers, God cannot speak.
p. 56 
The Spirit operates in man, a little today and a little tomorrow, engraving and trimming more and more each day, until a certain character is emerges. This character is distinctly man’s, yet at the same time, it is distinctly a work of the Spirit. …

It is unthinkable that the Lord could dwell in a man, being his life for ten or twenty years, yet the man would remain unchanged.

p. 64 
The bible may reflect a few dozen instruments, but it is only one piece of music. Anyone who tries to add another tune becomes obviously conspicuous. 
p. 65 
All of the ministers of God’s Word after Moses speak on the basis of the divine Word that precedes them. God’s Word is one whole entity, and no writer can take his own course. Those who come later always speak on the basis of the word of those who proceeded them. 

*note: Except Christ who gave a new command.
p. 67 
God may give new visions and new revelations, but these visions and revelations are based on words that He has already spoken.

*note: God has spoken one word expressed in many different ways.
p. 71 
We are not saying that a knowledge of the Bible alone qualifies a person to be a minister of the Word. We are saying that a minister of the Word must familiarize himself with the Bible.
p. 77 
The ministry of the Word must no just have God’s Word as its foundation; God Himself must open and explain this word as well. Hence, not everyone who bases His speaking on God’s Word is a minister of His Word. Neither can a person claim to be a messenger of God’s Word simply because he has equipped himself with God’s previous speakings.
p. 94 
A minister of God’s Word serves the church not by touching the physical dimension of the Bible but by touching the spiritual dimension of it.
p. 95 
God has to speak His word into man before it can becomes God’s Word to him.
p. 96 
The Bible is God’s speaking in the past. At one time God spoke, and the Spirit’s breath was upon His speaking.
p. 98 
Inspiration is the basis of the Bible. God inspired Paul to write the book of Romans. It was through God’s inspiration of and His breath upon Paul that he wrote Romans. What then is revelation? It is God’s breathing upon the book of Romans once again as we open to it two thousand years later. Though revelation we touch God’s Word once again.

p. 99
Suppose one hundred people listen to the gospel. Ninety-nine may hear and understand everything that is said. They may know the doctrine, the teaching, and the truth. They may nod their heads and say, “Yes, yes.” All ninety-nine may know these things, but it is possible that only the hundredth one, the one apart from the ninety-nine, received a teaching beyond the teaching that the others receive, hears a voice beyond the voice the others hear, and grasps a word beyond the word that others grasp. He hears God’s speaking in addition to hearing the teaching, and he bows his head and confesses, “I am a sinner. O God, save me.” Such a man has heard God’s word. The other ninety-nine have only touched things related to the human and physical aspect of the word; they have not heard God’s word. There is a fundamental difference between the two.

p. 104 
We must remember that only God can speak God’s Word. The Bible is God’s Word, and we need God to speak this word to us.
p. 116 
A man can be with the Lord every day and still not know Him. He is not known through outward acquaintance but through revelation.
p. 121 
The Bible is living, it is a person. In fact, it is the Son of God Himself. If we do not touch this living word when we read the Bible, whatever we know will not yield any fruit.

*note: I do not agree entirely. The bible is not God Himself. The scriptures testify to Christ (John 5:39-40), but it is Christ who imparts eternal life which is knowledge of God.
p. 125 
God’s Word is in another realm, another world. Not everyone who knows the Bible can speak God’s Word. Not everyone who receives the Bible can receive God’s Word. A man has to build up a certain relationship with God before he can hear God’s Word.
p. 126 
God is Spirit, and those who receive His word must receive it with their spirit. We cannot receive Spirit with the mind.
p. 128 
We have to see the Lord behind the Word. We should not see the Bible only but the Lord Himself. Once we know the Lord, we know the Bible.
p. 129 
If we have the revelation of Christ, the knowledge of the Bible will confirm our knowledge of Him. Otherwise, the Bible will remain the Bible, and the Lord will remain the Lord. …

We must remember that leading people to a knowledge of the Bible and leading them to a knowledge of Christ are two entirely different things.

p. 134
Do you seek what I am saying? God’s revelation enables us to know Christ. A man can say with his mouth that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and the Anointed One through reading the Bible. But this does not mean that he has touched Christ. A man can understand something about Christ through reading the Bible. But this does not mean that he has touched Christ. A man can understand something about Christ through studying the Bible, but this does not mean that he has the revelation. Many are “pressing” Christ along the way, but they do not necessarily touch Christ. Today what we need is God’s mercy. We need His light and His grace. God has to grant us mercy and grace and reveal His Son in us. It is not a matter of studying and researching but a matter of mercy and revelation. It is a matter of inward enlightening, inward discerning, and inward knowledge. This is what it is all about. Form the day we receive mercy and revelation, the Bible becomes a new book, a living book. The words which were once unintelligible are now transparent. Before, the more we talked about things related to the Bible, the more we did not seem to understand them. They seemed logical, and yet we could not comprehend them. But once we see Christ, they become very clear to us. God’s written word becomes obvious and transparent. We are inwardly clear; we are inwardly enlightened. We know Christ in an inward way, and we begin to understand the Bible. This fundamental revelation of Christ enables us to know who Christ is. 
p. 137 
In order to know the Bible, we have to know Christ first.
p. 147 
We are not speaking about Him but speaking Him forth.
p. 148 
It is not easy to be a preacher of the word. It is not a matter of how many times we have read the Bible. What we need is to minister Christ as a minister of the word before God so that others touch Christ when they touch the words we speak.
p. 164 
The Holy Spirit must operate before there can be the ministry of the Word. …

We have to say to the Lord, “I can do nothing. I cannot speak.” Man is totally helpless in this regard.

p. 165 
If God does not grant us mercy, we cannot do anything. …

Lord, do Your own work. If You do not have mercy on me, I can do nothing. …

Every time we come to God we should be emptied so that we can be filled and pour out once more whoever is self-satisfied is not qualified to be a minister of the word. Ministry of thw ord results in a state in which a man becomes empty as a newborn babe as soon as the word is released. He knows nothing before God, and he looks to God for another filling and another infusion of the word and revelation. Then he pours out God’s Word and revelation once again upon others and becomes empty once again.

p. 172 
We must remember that the first thing the ministry of the word needs is revelation from God. Yet in order for the human element to be present in God’s word and in order for man to be a minister to God, the light of revelation has to pass through man. It has to enter man’s spirit and be translated into man’s thoughts. If our spirit is not in the right condition, we will not receive any revelation or light. On the other hand, if something is wrong with our mind, light will not reach our outward man and cannot be translated into thoughts. After light shines into our spirit, there is till a need for a strong and rich mind to translate this light into our understanding and then into words. If we are pressed all day long by our own worries over such things as food, clothing, and family, and if our thoughts wallow in these things all the time, our mind does not have the capacity to meet the need. A man’s mental capacity to lift is like his physical capacity. If a man’s arm has a capacity to lift fifty pounds of weight, he can only lift fifty pounds of weight; one more pound will become too heavy for him. Our mind has similar limitation. If our mind is occupied by other things, we cannot use it in the things of God; we will not be able to translate God’s light into thoughts. Brothers, the sooner we acknowledge our limitations, the more blessing we will receive. A vain struggle is a great loss.
p. 178 
Who are the ones who walk according to the Spirit? They are the ones who set their mind on the Spirit. (Rom 8:5)
p. 208 
We cannot borrow Paul’s riches and count them as our own. We have to see something ourselves and speak according to what we have seen before we can have the ministry of the Word.
p. 220 
We must remember that all ministers of the Word have to take the lead in accepting trials. If we do not go through any trials, we will never have any word. If we have not passed through a particular trial, we cannot effectively help those who are going through the same trial. Even if we speak, our words will be empty. What use will these empty words serve? The formation of the Word is a process that involves fire.
p. 221 
They minister Christ to God’s people. They are able to minister to others because they are ahead of the others in their sufferings. They can supply many because they bear more burdens than others. If we have no desire to be a minister of the Word, nothing more needs to be said. But as long as we have a desire to be a minister of the Word, we have to take the lead to suffer what others have yet to suffer. We have to suffer more than others suffer.
p. 223 
What is the goal of ministering to others with the Word? The purpose of ministering to others is not merely to deliver them out of dire situations or to bring them through their trials. We must have a specific goal of ministering to others: the goal is that they would know the Lord. …

The Holy Spirit puts us in an environment in order to show us a need and to show us that we can never meet the need or overcome the situation by ourselves. At such times, our only solution is to know the Lord.

p. 226 
The Word is produced through trials, pain, defeat, and darkness. No minister of God’s Word should be afraid when God leads Him into such circumstances. Once we know this way, we will praise Him saying, “Lord, you are about to give me some more words.”
p. 227 
In the Church of God, a minister of the Word should take the lead in suffering, not merely in speaking.

p. 263 
We must remember that the Lord always puts us in environments which are beyond our power, environments which drive us to despair even of living and which strip us of all hope. In such hopeless environments, we gradually learn to trust in Him, to look to Him, and to rely on Him.

p. 271 
In other words, all of one’s energy, memory, utterance, emotions, and feelings must wait on the Lord; every part of his being must be dedicated to the Lord’s use.

p. 296 
In order for a servant of God to have the ministry of the Word, he must not have any feeling of inferiority. A fear of men is not a mark of humility but a soulish sense of inferiority. This kind of inferiority is soulish. It is far from spiritual humility. Spiritual humility comes when we see ourselves under God’s shining and are humbled. 

p. 300 
The work of the minister involves the discharge of the Spirit through the Word. …

Whether or not someone is saved or has received help is a matter that is in the hands of the Lord; it is not in our hands. The result or the success is the Lord’s business; this should not be of concern to us. We are the servants.

p. 306 
Direct control by the Spirit would mean that we are speaking in tongues. Rather, the Spirit directs our speaking from behind our thoughts and understanding. This is the meaning of the ministry of the Word.
p. 310 
When we stand up to speak for the Lord, our mind must be pliable and open to the Lord. Only then will we know what God is trying to do. We must be prepared mentally to meet all unexpected circumstances. 
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