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p. 15 
Before we can work for God, we must be overturned by His authority.
p. 16 
There are two important matters in the universe: trusting in God’s salvation and obeying His authority. Trust and obey.
p. 23 
As faith is the principle by which we obtain life, so obedience is the principle by which that life is lived out.
p. 24 
God wishes us to obey His delegated authorities as well as Himself. All the members of the body should be subject to one another. When this is so, the body is one with itself and with the Head. As the authority of the Head prevails, the will of God is done. Thus does the church become the Kingdom of God.
p. 50 
It is told in Hebrews 5:8 that Christ “learned obedience through what He suffered.” Suffering called forth obedience from the Lord. Please note here that He did not bring obedience to this earth; He learned it – and He did so through suffering.


When we meet suffering we then learn obedience. Such obedience is real. Our usefulness is not determined by whether or not we have suffered, but by how much obedience we have learned through that suffering. The obedient ones alone are useful to God. As long as our heart is not softened, suffering will not leave us. Our ways lies in many sufferings; the easy-goers and pleasure-lovers are useless before God. Let us therefore learn to obey in suffering. 


Salvation makes people obedient as well as joyous. If we seek only joy, our spiritual possessions will not be rich; but those who are obedient will experience the abundance of salvation. Let us not change the nature of salvation. Let us obey – for our Lord Jesus, having been made perfect through obedience, has become the source of our eternal salvation. God saves us that we may obey His will. If we have met God’s authority we shall discover obedience to be easy and God’s will to be simple, because the Lord Himself was always obedient and has give this life of obedience to us.

p. 54 
How different from this are many Christians who fail to learn obedience even after many years. Although their suffering increases, their obedience does not. When suffering comes they often murmur with anguish, indicating again that they have not yet learned obedience. But as our Lord passed through all kinds of sufferings He continually exhibited the spirit of obedience; and so He has become the source of our eternal salvation. By the obedience of one man many have received grace. Our Lord’s obedience is for the sake of God’s Kingdom. The aim of redemption is to further the Kingdom of God. 

p. 56 
Luke 17:21 – ‘In the midst of you,’ not ‘within you.’ The Lord Himself is the Kingdom of God.
p. 71 
People will perhaps argue, “What if the authority is wrong?” The answer is, if God dares to entrust His authority to men, then we can dare to obey. Whether the one in authority is right or wrong does not concern us, since he has to be responsible directly to God. The obedient needs only to obey; the Lord will not hold us responsible for any mistaken obedience, rather will He hold the delegated authority responsible for his erroneous act. Insubordination, however, is rebellion, and for this the one under authority must answer to God.


*note: To this I agree, but would like to add that on page 108, Nee points to the truth that God should be obeyed first. If there is a direct conflict, such as the authority commanding a person to commit theft, then the person should refuse in obedience to the Lord first. We should be careful of wolves who pretend to be God’s delegated authority, when they are actually thieves. 

p. 81 
We often misunderstand authority as something which oppresses us, hurts us, and troubles us. God does not have such a concept. He uses authority to replenish our lack. His motive in instituting authority is to bestow His riches on us and to supply the need of the weak. He would not have you wait for decades and pass through many dark and painful days before you are able to see by yourself. By that time you might have lead many into darkness. Indeed, you would become the blind leading the blind. What damage would God suffer through you! No, He first works in life of another, and works thoroughly, so that he may give that person to you as an authority above you for your to learn obedience and to possess what you have never possessed before. This man’s wealth becomes your wealth. Should you overlook this divine procedure, thought you may life for fifty years, you may still lag far behind the attainment of that person.


This way God grants His grace to us is twofold: sometimes, though rarely, He grants grace to us directly; mostly He gives His riches to us indirectly – that is, God puts above you the brothers and sisters in the church who are more advanced spiritually so that you may accept their judgment as your judgment. This will then enable you to possess your wealth without you yourself having to go through their painful experiences. God has deposited much grace in the church; but He dispenses to each member some grace in particular, just as each star has its own particular glory. Hence authority brings in riches of the church.

p. 82 
God has joined many members together, and it is downright rebellion for anyone to resist the help of the other members.

p. 97 
In Leviticus 18-22, each time God orders the people of Israel to do certain things, He interpolates a phrase: “I am the Lord your God.” This is not even prefixed with the preposition ‘for.’ It means ‘I so speak because I am the Lord your God. I do not need to give any reason. I, the Lord, am the reason.’ If you see this you will never be able to live by reason anymore.

p. 104 
King Saul was rejected by God not because of stealing but because of sparing the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord. This was something which came from his own opinion – his own thoughts of how to please God. No one could say that King Saul was not zealous in serving God. He did not lie, since he actually had spared the best of the cattle and sheep. But he made his decision according to his own thought. (1 Sam. 15) 


The inference is clear: all who serve God must categorically refrain from making decisions on the basis of their own thoughts; rather, they are to execute the will of God. They should expectantly say, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” To say more would be totally wrong. To obey is better than to sacrifice. Men have absolutely no right to offer counsel to God.


When King Saul saw these sheep and cattle, he wished to spare them for sacrifice. His heart may have been towards God, yet he was lacking in the spirit of obedience. A heart towards God cannot replace the attitude of “I dare not say anything”; an offering of fat cannot supersede “making no voice.” Because King Saul refused to destroy all of the Amalekites with their sheep and cattle as God had commanded, he was to be slain by an Amalekite and his rule thereby termintated. All who spare the Amalekite out of their own thought will finally be killed by an Amalekite.


*note: Many times I have prayed “Lord, what do you want me to do?” without any clear answer. How is it we should follow the Lord’s will in every situation unless it has been told to us? Indeed, the Lord desires obedience, but our obedience should spring from our surrender to the Holy Spirit who guides. By our surrender, the Holy Spirit may control us and direct our path.
p. 105 
God does not look at how fervently we preach the gospel or how willingly we suffer for Him; He looks to see how obedient we are. God’s Kingdom begins when there is an absolute obedience to God – no voicing of opinion, no presenting of reasonings, no murmuring, no reviling.

p. 108 
When delegated authority (men who represent God’s authority) and direct authority (God Himself) are in conflict, one can render submission but not obedience to the delegated authority.

p. 109
Obedience is related to conduct: it is relative. Submission is related to heart attitude: it is absolute.
p. 116 
A delegated authority is to represent God’s authority, never to assume that he too has authority.
p. 116 
For one to be in authority does not depend on his having ideas or thoughts; rather it does hinge on knowing the will of God.
p. 118
He must deny himself. Until one knows the will of God he should keep his mouth shut. He should not exercise authority carelessly. He who is to represent God must learn on the positive side what God’s authority is and on the negative side how to deny himself. Neither God nor the brothers and sisters will treasure your thoughts. Probably you yourself are the only one in the whole world who considers your opinion as the best. Persons with many opinions, ideas, and subjective thoughts are to be feared. They like to be counselors to all. They seize upon every opportunity to press their ideas on others. God can never use a person so full of opinions, ideas, and thoughts as the one to represent His authority. For example, who would ever employ a spendthrift to keep his accounts? To do so would be to invite acute suffering. Nor will God engage a man of many opinions to be His delegated authority lest He too should suffer damage.

Unless we are completely broken by the Lord we are not qualified to be God’s delegated authority. God calls us to represent His authority, not to substitute His authority. God is sovereign in His personality and position. His will is His. He never consults with man nor does He allow anyone to be His counselor.
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