“Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret”

by Dr. And Mrs. Howard Taylor


p. 38 
Never is one more helpless than in a sailing ship with a total absence of wind and the presence of a strong current setting toward a dangerous coast. In a storm the ship is to some extent manageable, but becalmed one can do nothing; the Lord must do all.
p. 86 
To me it seemed that the teaching of God’s Word was unmistakably clear: ‘Owe no man anything.’ To borrow money implied to my mind a contradiction of Scripture – a confession that God has withheld some good thing, and a determination to get for ourselves what he has not given. Could that which was wrong for one Christian be right for an association of Christians? Or could any amount of precedents make a wrong course justifiable? If the Word taught me anything, it taught me to have no connection with debt. I could not think that God was poor, that He was short of resources, or unwilling to supply any want of whatever work was really His. It seemed to me that if there were lack of funds to carry on work, then to that degree, in that special development, or at that time, it could not be the word of God.
p. 98
One day when talking with his missionary friend, Mr. Ni raised on question, “How long have you had the Glad Tiding in your country?” “Some hundred of years,” Hudson replied. “What? Hundreds of years?” “My father sought the Truth,” he continued sadly, “and died without finding it. Oh why did you not come sooner?”

p. 142 
I am not alone in the opinion that foreign dress and carriage of missionaries, the foreign appearance of chapels, and indeed the foreign air imparted to everything connected with their work has seriously hindered the rapid dissemination of the Truth among the Chinese. And why should such a foreign aspect be given to Christianity? The Word of God does not require it; nor, I conceive, could sound reason justify it. It is not the denationalization but the Christianisation of this people that we seek. We wish to see Chinese Christians raised up – men and women truly Christian, but withal truly Chinese in every right sense of the word. We wish to see churches of such believers presided over by pastors and officers of their own country – own tongue, and in edifices of a thoroughly native style of architecture….

If we really wish to see the Chinese such as we have described, let us as far as possible set before them a true example. Let us in everything not sinful become Chinese, that we may be all means ‘save some.’ Let us adopt their dress, acquire their language, seek to conform to their habits and approximate to their diet as far as health and constitution will allow. Let us live in their houses, making no necessary alteration in external form, and only so far modifying their internal arrangements as health and efficiency for work absolutely require.

This cannot but involve, of course, a certain measure of inconvenience, such as the sacrifice of some accustomed articles of diet, etc. But will anyone reflecting on what He gave up Who left Heaven’s throne to be cradled in a manger; Who, having filled all things and wielded Omnipotence, become a feeble infant wrapped in swaddling cloths; Who from being the loved one of the Father – never misjudged, never unappreciated, and receiving the ceaseless adoration of all the hierarchies of Heaven – became a despised Nazarene, misunderstood by his most faithful followers, neglected and rejected by men who owed Him their very being and whose salvation He had come to seek, and finally, mocked, spit upon, crucified and slain with thieves and outlaws – will any follow of Christ, reflecting on these things, hesitate to make the trifling sacrifice indicated above? 

p. 176 
How then to have our faith increased? Only by thinking of all that Jesus is and all He is for us: His life, His death, His work, He Himself as revealed to us in the striving to have faith… but a looking off to the Faithful One seems all we need; a resting in the Loved One entirely for time and for eternity.”
p. 217
I look on foreign missionaries as the scaffolding round a rising building; the sooner it can be dispensed with the better – or the sooner, rather, that it can be transferred to serve the same temporary purpose elsewhere.
p. 218 
Without any seeking on our part, we were brought into touch with at least four anxious souls. (*note: Jesus said, “I will draw all men to Myself.”)
p. 253 
Hearing Hudson sing on one occasion when the entire party was exhausted and extremely hungry, one of those with him noticed the words, “We thank Thee, Lord, for this our food,” and couldn’t help asking where the food was. “It cannot be too far away,” Hudson smiled. “Our Father knows we are hungry and will send our breakfast soon; but you will have to wait and say your grace when it comes, while I shall be ready to begin eating at once.” And sure enough, just ahead they met a man with ready-cooked rice to sell which made an excellent meal.
p. 260 
Said by Macartney, an Episcopalian minister in Australia: “That was my chief experience of Mr. Taylor. Are you in a hurry, flurried, distressed? Look up! See the Man in the glory! Let the face of Jesus shine upon you – the wonderful face of the Lord Jesus Christ. Is He worried or distressed? There is no care on His brow, no least shade of anxiety. Yet the affairs are His as much as yours.
p. 262 
How few of the Lord’s people have practically recognized the truth that Christ is either Lord of all or He is not Lord at all! If we can judge God’s Word, instead of being judged by it, if we can give God as much or little as we like, then we are lords and He the indebted one, to be grateful for our dole and obliged by our compliance with His wishes. If on the other hand He is Lord, let us treat Him as such. ‘Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not do the things which I say?’
p. 270
There is a needs-be for us to give ourselves for the life of the world. An easy, non-self-denying life will never be one of power. Fruit-bearing involves cross-bearing. There are not two Christs – an easy-going one for easygoing Christians, and a suffering, toiling one for exceptional believers. There is only one Christ. Are you willing to abide in Him, and thus to bear much fruit?
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