“The Purpose Driven Life”

by Rick Warren)


WORSHIP = Offering self to God (Surrender)
“Bringing pleasure to God is called worship.” 

To please God, do it in these five ways: 


1) Love Him Supremely


2) Trust Him Completely


3) Obey Him Whole-heartedly


4) Praise and Thank Him Continually


5) Use the Gifts He Gives You.

“The best use of life is love. The best expression of love is time. The best time to love is now.”

“The importance of things can be measured by how much time we are willing to invest in them. The more time you give to something, the more you reveal its importance and value to you. If you want to know a person’s priorities, just look at how they use their time.” 

OUR FIVE DEEPEST NEEDS: 

1) Purpose to live for – WORSHIP- Focus on God

2) Principles to live by – DISCIPLESHIP – Fortify your faith

3) People to live with – FELLOWSHIP – Face life’s problems

4) Profession to live out – MINISTRY – find  you talents

5) Power to live on – EVANGELISM – fulfill your mission

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. 

“We can walk arm-in-arm without seeing eye to eye on every issue.” 

“God wants unity, not uniformity”

NINE CHARACTERISTICS OF BIBLICAL FELLOWSHIP

1) authenticity – share our true feelings

2) mutuality – encourage each other

3) sympathy – support each other

4) mercy – forgive each other

5) honesty – speak the truth in love

6) humility – admit our weaknesses

7) courtesy – respect our differences

8) confidentiality – not gossip

9) frequency – make group a priority

“Dietrick Bonhoffer, the German pastor who was martyred for resisting Nazis, wrote a classic book on fellowship, ‘Life Together.’ In it he suggests that disillusionment with our local church is a good thing because it destroys our false expectations of perfection. The sooner we give up the illusion that a church must be perfect in order to love it, the sooner we quit pretending and start admitting we’re all imperfect and need grace. This is the beginning of real community.” 
“The New Testament calls this mental shift ‘repentance’, which in Greek literally means ‘to change your mind.’”

Quote by Joni Ereckson Tada: “You’ll never know that God is all you need until God is all you’ve got.”

“Martin Luther said, ‘You cannot keep birds from flying over your head, but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair.’ You can’t keep the Devil from suggesting thoughts, but you can choose not to dwell or act.”

“God never wastes anything. He would not give you abilities, interests, talents, gifts, personalities, and life experiences unless he intended to use them for his glory. By identifying and understanding these factors you can discover God’s will for your life.”

SHAPE

S – SPIRITUAL GIFTS: 
What spiritual gifts has God given?

H – HEART: 
Where are your passions?

A – ABILITIES:
All abilities come from God. What are your abilities 
and how can you use them to glorify God?

P – PERSONALITY: 
How & where you will use your gifts.

E – EXPERIENCE: 
Use your experiences to glorify God. He shaped you 
by them. Do not be prideful and ashamed of them.

EXPERIENCES: How has God molded you
Family: What did you learn growing up in your family?

Educational: What were your favorite subjects?

Vocational: What jobs have you been most effective in?

Spiritual: What have you been your most meaningful times with God?

Ministry: How have you served God?

Painful: What problems, hurts, thorns, trials have you learned from?

“We serve God by serving others”

Jesus was a servant. We are called to service, not leadership. As servants, 

1) We must be available – on call, so to speak. We must be ready when God calls us.

2) Servants are always on the lookout for ways to serve or help.

3) Servants do everything with all their heart.

4) Servants are faithful.

5) Servants keep a low profile.

SERVANT ATTITUDES – “Service starts in your mind”

1) Servants think more about others than about themselves.

2) Servants thinking like stewards, not owners.

3) Servants think about their work, not what others are doing.

4) Servants base their identity in Christ.

5) Servants think of ministry as an opportunity, not an obligation.

Vance Hauner – “Christians, like snowflakes, are frail, but when they stick together they can stop traffic.”

“Your ministry is your service to believers, and your mission is your service ot unbelievers.”

Life Message: 

· Your Testimony: How Jesus saved you

· Life Lessons: How Jesus changed you

· Godly Passions: Issues God made you care about

· Good News: Message of salvation

The essence of witnessing:

Sharing you personal experience with Jesus. In a courtroom, a witness isn’t expected to argue the case, prove the truth, or press for a verdict. They report what happened.

Questions to answer: 

· What has God taught me from failure?

· What has God taught me from lack of money?

· What has God taught me from pain or sorrow or depression?

· What has God taught me through illness?

· What has God taught me through disappointment?

· What have I learned from my family, my church, my relationships, my small group, my critics?

GOD’S FIVE PURPOSES FOR OUR LIVES:

1) MEMBER – Of His family

2) MODEL – Of His character

3) MAGNIFIER – Of His glory

4) MINSTER – Of His grace

5) MESSENGER – Of His good news

1) WORSHIP – “Love God with all your heart”

2) MINISTRY – “Love your neighbor as yourself”

3) EVANGELISM – “Go and make disciples”

4) FELLOWSHIP – “Baptize them into…”

5) DISCIPLESHIP – “Teach them to do all things.” 

“When God’s at the center, you worship. When he’s not, you worry.”

“Focus on God’s purposes for your life, not your plans, since that’s what will last forever.”
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