“Against the Wind”

by K.P. Yohannan (Carrollton, TX: GFA Books, 2004)


p. 29 
Quote by A.W. Tozer:
A job, a profession, is one you choose; a ministry is one Christ chooses for you. A job depends on your abilities; a ministry depends on your availability to God. In a job you expect to receive something(a salary; in a ministry you expect to give. ​A job well done brings you self-esteem; a ministry well done brings honor to Jesus Christ. In a job you give something to get something; in a ministry you return something that has already been given to you. A job well done has a temporal reward; a ministry well done has eternal rewards. 
(A.W. Tozer, Gems of Tozer, Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 1969, p. 89)

p. 59-60 
Quote by Zac Poonen:

The wrapping should never be mistaken for the gift. The Holy Spirit Himself is the Gift of the Risen Lord to the Church. When He falls upon people, it may be with shouts of Hallelujah, tears of joy and the gift of tongues, or it may be quietly, silently and without much emotion. Temperaments vary, and the Spirit of God (unlike many Christians) is willing to adapt Himself to each temperament. It is foolish therefore to expect that others should receive the Gift in the same wrapping in which we received Him(whether spectacular or commonplace. Only babies are taken up with the tissue-paper in which a gift comes to them. Mature men recognize that the gift itself is more important than the wrapping. The Apostle Paul was converted through a vision of Jesus. But he did not preach that all needed a similar vision… He recognized that it was the inner reality that mattered, in whatever wrapping it might come. So too with the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

Zac Poonen, Beauty for Ashes, Katunayake, Sri Lanka: New Life Literature, 1973, pp, 72-73

p. 67-70 
Areas of Discipline

Time Management, Fasting & Prayer, Studying & Learning, Finances, Maintaining Relationships, Work Ethic, Temperament, Developing Gifts, Stewardship, Conversations, Friendships
p. 66 
Remember that the nature of discipline is doing the things we don’t exactly feel like doing. If we always felt like doing certain things, no self-discipline would be needed. But please, do not view self-discipline as something we just must endure. Realize that it is a highway, taking us off roads full of traffic and frequent stops and setting us on a clear, focused, straight path that enables us to do the most with our lives.

Note: God will give us what we need, but we must take a step forward. He will renew our spirit, but we must work out the spiritual into the physical realm by obedience to the direction of God’s Spirit. 

p. 83 
In the early days of my serving the Lord, I traveled with a team to Rajasthan. Six teams had gone before us to a particular town, and each was beaten and chased out. Some brothers were so badly beaten that they could not even stand on their legs. 

We had the hopes that our team would be different(it was not. Upon our arrival, we were severely beaten and our Bibles were burned. After that, one of the men who beat us up brought a large can of black, murky engine oil and said, “We have brought this to pour over you and your vehicle and burn you all alive.” If it weren’t for another man who said, “Wait, give them five minutes to leave this place. If they don’t go, then we will kill them,” we would not be alive today. Hurriedly, we dragged ourselves into our truck, weak and bloody, and escaped. We never went back to that place. Many years had gone by, and not once had I heard of any ministry going on in that town. 

Then one day I got news that a very young man who had just finished Bible college felt the Lord calling him to plant a church in this village. His leaders thought he was out of his mind to even consider this mission field. But the young man felt God was calling him there so the leaders gathered around and prayed for him. This young man’s courage reminds me of Acts 20, when Paul, knowing the persecution that awaited him and with many people pleading for him not to go, still pressed forward to fulfill the call God had given him. 

The younger brother did face a tremendous amount of persecution, and death threats were made on his life from the anti-Christian elements. Finally, he was given an ultimatum: stop preaching or be killed. The way this young man responded reflects the courage he had in his God. He told those who opposed him that he came there to die, that, like Paul, his life meant nothing to him, if only he could finish the race the Lord Jesus had called him to (see Acts 20:24). He would not stop preaching. 
The end result? With much difficulty, a church was planted in that village, and many now gather there to worship the Lord! I was invited to dedicate the church building, and I never will forget the testimony of that brother who was willing to risk life to declare, “Jesus is Lord.”

You see, you cannot kill a man who is already dead.

p. 90 
Our attitude about ministry accomplishments reveals where our dependence truly lies. When God uses us for His glory, we can easily start to think, “I did it! I am gifted! I am talented! It is my position, my decisions and my ingenuity that got it done! I am the one who…” We forget that we are but dust, “jars of clay” as Scripture says (see 2 Corinthians 4:7). Yet within these jars of clay is a great treasure(the glory and power of the living God! But we must remember we are merely the vessels, and even in that, just clay vessels, not gold, silver, bronze or even steel. 
p. 90
All is from Him, for Him, through Him and for His glory so that the glory may not be in the jar itself, but in the Lord!
p. 98 
Be careful. The work is not something to boast about or to complain about, but rather our privilege.
p. 98 
Ask yourself the following questions: Do I believe God for the results of my ministry? When there is success in my ministry, do I have an absolute awareness that it happened because I trusted the Lord? Do I fast and pray, waiting on God for my ministry to succeed? Do I ask the Lord for the money I need for tracts, books, food and train tickets? Do I have ownership of and a burden for my ministry?
p. 102
In fact, to build up others must be our fundamental attitude in the ministry. Without it, no fulfillment of the Great Commission is possible. The Great Commission is not just about preaching and distributing Gospel tracts(it is the act of discipling and teaching, a process of maturity that occurs as we pour our lives into another.
p. 104- 
Discipleship principles of Jesus: 
    110
1) Those He discipled were teachable.


2) He lived with them.


3) He required absolute obedience.


4) He completely gave of Himself. 

5) He showed the way.


6) He delegated responsibility.
p. 126- 
Principles to live by:
    130
Submission, Contentment, Forgiveness, Faith, Honest & Truthful, Faithfulness, Humility, Love, Courage & Boldness, Unselfishness
p. 136 
I want to ask you, my brothers and sisters, have you set a target of how much you want to reap at harvesttime? Are you sowing those seeds so that when the time comes there will be a crop? Or do you have Gospel tracts sitting somewhere collecting dust? Do you sow seed wherever you go, looking for opportunities to minister to those around you in any way that you can? Do you have goals for spreading the Gospel?  
p. 146- 
Some Christian circles emphasize the importance of the Spirit of God. Others place emphasis on the Word of God. But it is both working together in our lives that cause good fruit to bear. You see, the Spirit of God must never be separated from the Word of God. Together they must be able to do their good work within us. If this does not happen, if they are separated, we can have a lot of head knowledge about the Bible, but our lives will bear no witness to its transforming power. And those whose lives do not match what they preach are unfit to minister God’s Word. If they have squabbles and disunity in their homes while trying to preach on love and unity and grace and forgiveness, their message is diluted by their duplicity. This is the kind of workman God does not approve of. 

I remember an encounter I had with God in my early years of studying at seminary and pasturing a church in the United States. My father-in-law came to visit from Germany, and we took him all around the town we lived in, as well as the school I was studying at. When he met  some of my professors, many of them told him, “Your son-in-law is one of the brightest students we have ever had here.” My father-in-law was quite happy to hear that, and so was I. Night after night I studied hard, searching through different commentaries and acquiring as much knowledge about the Scriptures as I possibly could. I became so dogmatic about my doctrines, so confident in my theological views that I even looked for opportunities to argue, debate and prove points to other people. I knew I had studied hard and knew a lot about the Scriptures, and those comments only reinforced my confidence. 

But one afternoon the Lord spoke to me, knowing how proud my heart had become. He said to me, “You study the Bible so you can be smart and preach to your people. You stay up all night studying so you can be a good Bible teacher. You spend time with the Bible, but not with Me!”


You see, the truth of the Word of God was not penetrating my heart and transforming my own life. Each Sunday as I went before the people God called me to pastor, I was not handling the Word of God properly(I was spending a lot of time studying it and memorizing it, but was not allowing the Holy Spirit to use it to reveal my own heart and change my life. I was merely full of knowledge, a carnal Christian, self-centered, arrogant and prideful. Because all the things I knew were never internalized, they were useless in the sight of God. I am so grateful that in His grace He came to me and corrected me, helping me to be the kind of worker He does approve of. 

p. 148 
Unfortunately, one of the greatest tragedies in Christendom today is the increasing number of pastors and teachers who feed the people of God with the latest psychology, philosophy, stories and whatever else they can use to keep their ratings high and keep their jobs as pastors. Instead of being the only truth to live by and pure milk to help others grow and mature in faith, the Bible has become a tool of the trade. Instead of seeking to build up the people of God on the solid foundation of biblical truth, churches seek new ways to draw people in and entertain them. Sadly, these pastors are falling away from their true purpose(to study the Word, live in it and proclaim it without adulterating it with man’s ideas and traditions. 
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