“I, Isaac, take thee, Rebekah”

by Ravi Zacharias   (Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group, 2004)


p. 67 
On one occasion a press reporter challenged me by charging that Christians hold to a double standard when they say they are against racism but at the same time are prejudiced against homosexuality. “Is that not duplicitous?” she chided. I knew she was genuine in her concern, so I said, “Race is a very sacred thing. It is the gift of God to each individual. It is something in which we had no choice or say. We were born with our ethnicity; it is not a culturally assigned quality. Therefore, it should never be violated. In the same way, sex is a gift of God, to be treated with sanctity. We protect sexuality from being violated as much as we protect race from being violated. It is you who have to explain to me why you treat race as sacred and at the same time desacralize sexuality. That is where the duplicity really lies.” 

p. 84 
Ultimate purity is a positive state, not a negative state. It is a matter of presence rather than absence. The immediate presence of God transcends the intermediateness of the temple. In that sense, even the body will one day be shed because God will be all in all.  

p. 102 
If church is something you observe rather than an experience of worship, you will be always redefining yourself by whoever is on the platform. That is a dangerous way to define oneself. A worshipping community should be the fountain from which life flows and the ocean into which our efforts are merged. That is where identity is defined, refined, and consolidated and where continuity remains. 

p. 144 
Many years ago, I read a book called Father and Son by Edmund Gosse.  … In this instance, it was not that the son had become a debauched individual. If that had been the case the father would still have hope, because those who are engaged in an indulgent lifestyle know that there is an emptiness within and can turn when that realization is admitted. No, this was far worse. This was a rebellion of the mind. Edmund had reasoned his way out of God, and the father said there was no common ground of authority left between them. You see, when there is a measuring stick one can show truth from falsehood. When there is a determined effort to disbelieve and reason is called to aid in that disbelief, even when it is shown to be spurious, there results a huge chasm. Their fellowship was ruptured and the senior Gosse lived with a shattered heart.  

1 of 1

