The Three Purposes of the Church Listed in Priority 
*note: Many skip to our third priority thinking ”Missions, Outreach, & Evangelism” is the “Mission” of the Church. Rather, this should be a natural overflow from the first two priorities taking precedence and having fulfillment in the Church. 

(1) WORSHIP THE LORD OUR GOD
 We were created in the image of God—to be like Christ. We cannot make ourselves like Christ. This is a work of God inwardly that we enter into by faith. When born again, we may then worship God in Spirit and Truth. As new creations in Christ, we have been formed for God’s glory. (Is 43:7) As such, worship is essential to our nature and being. We were created to worship. By worship, we are made complete because all things are done for God who is glorious and  worthy by nature. We do all things for God resulting in perfect love as  we are made complete by this relationship with Him as our Lord and God.  
· Worship God in Spirit (Inward: united with God) and Truth (Outward: bearing fruit in obedience) (John 4:23-24) (Phil 2:12-13)
· Spirit: Inward – Personal relationship with God being united with Him as one (1 Corinthians 6:17). God works within us to produces what is pleasing to Him (Hebrews 13:30-21). Life is the knowledge of God. (John 17:3) Transformed into the likeness of Christ. (2 Corinthians 3:18)
· Truth: Outward – Work out what God works in. (Phil 2:12) Obedience: live in step with the Spirit. (Rom 8:4-5, 13; Gal 5:16, 25) Chosen/ Saved to bear fruit (John 5:8, 16; Rom 7:4)
· Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, body, and soul. (Matt 22:37)
· If you love me, obey my commandments. (John 14:15)
· Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice to God—this is your spiritual act of worship (Rom 12:1)
· Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name (Ps 29:2; 96:1-9)
· Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. (Rom 12:12)    (Read: Rom 12; Phil 2)
Individual/ Corporate

Corporate worship should be an affirmation of an individual worship practiced in our lives daily. (Which means if we are not worshipping individually, then we will not be able to worship corporately!) We come together in Christ to be united as one—just as He prayed in John 17:20-23—so that we might become the body of Christ on earth. By coming together, we say “Amen” which means “I confidently believe that.” We say “Amen” to the power and dominion of Christ as Lord over all. Wherever the word “Amen” is used in the New Testament, it is to the Lordship of Christ followed by “to Him be the glory.” We ascribe the glory due His name (Psalms 29:2). We come together to confess the name of Christ. We sing praises to His glorious name. 
· Individual Worship: We live for Christ daily (Luke 9:23)
· Corporate Worship: “Amen” to the Lordship of Christ in our lives.       (Neh 1:1-8) (2 Cor 1:20)
· For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. (Matt 18:20)
(2) LOVE ONE ANOTHER (“OTHER” BEING GOD’S PEOPLE)

We are commanded to love our fellow believers. This is an everlasting command for in all eternity we will be united as one in God. We are able to love because God’s love is in us. Only by remaining in God’s love may we love others. By obeying this command to love one another, we then are able to prove we are disciples of Christ. This then leads to our final purpose of evangelism.
· Jesus prayed for unity (John 17:20-23)
· Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Eph 5:21) 
· A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you (New Convenant vrs Old Covenant: love neighbor as yourself), so you must love one another. (John 13:34-35)
· We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19)(Rom 5:5)

· United in mind. (1 Cor 1:10) Everything in common (Acts 2:44 )(Col 2:2-3; 3:12-17; Eph 4:3)
· We are being built together to become a holy temple in the Lord. (Eph 2:21-22)

· The purpose of gifts (spiritual gifts are eternal) are to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Eph 4:11-16)
(3) SHINE THE LIGHT OF GOD (EVANGELISM: GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES)
Shining the light of God is not only evangelism. We were created to reflect the light of God from the beginning and will do so through all eternity. The Church mission is not to convert the world to Christianity. Conversion is a supernatural work of God. Not all people will accept the message. Rather, we were commanded to let our light shine, proclaim His salvation, confess Him before men, and go make disciples. We merely share the Word of God in hopes people will be saved. However, true conversion is a work of Christ. Evangelism is a natural outpouring of Christ working within His body on earth. We cannot produce light of our own. People are drawn by the magnetism of God’s light displayed on the cross at work in us. When we love one another, people know that we belong to Christ and are drawn to the love of God displayed in us.
· Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. (Matthew 7:6)

· I will draw all men to myself. (John 12:32)

· Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell. (Psalms 43:3)
· You are salt and light. Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)
· If you love one another, by this all men will know you are my disciples. (John 13:34-35)
· My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,    (John 17:20)
· Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:6)
· But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  (1 Peter 3:15-16)
(ALL SCRIPTURES TAKEN FROM NIV)
SEEK THE LORD


Is 55:6; Ps 105:4; Prov 8:17; Is 58:2; Jer 29:13; 2 Chron 7:14; Matt 6:33; 


Ps 119:2; Heb 11:6


CALL ON HIM


Rom 10:14; Ps 145:18; Ps 17:6


TRUST IN HIM


Prov 3:5; Jer 39:18; Rom 15:13


HOPE IN HIM


Is 40:31; 1 Cor 15:19; 1 Timothy 4:10; 


1 John 3:3; Rom 8:24-25


ACKNOWELDGE HIM


Prov 3:6; Deut 4:39; Matt 10:32; 


1 John 4:3; 2 John 1:7


CONFESS HIM


Rom 10:9; Phil 2:9-11


DELIGHT IN HIM (ENJOY HIM)


Ps 37:4; Is 61:10


LIVE FOR HIM


2 Cor 5:15; Gal 2:19


FOLLOW HIM (Walk in His ways)


Luke 9:23; 1 John 2:6; Deut 11:22; Deut 13:4; 2 Chron 34:31


OBEY HIM (Keep His Commands)


John 15:10; 1 John 2:3; Jer 7:23;


PRAY TO HIM


John 16:24; Acts 2:42; 1 Thess 5:17;  Col 4:2


SING TO HIM


Eph 5:19; Is 12:5; Is 65:14


GIVE TO HIM


Luke 14:33; Rom 6:13; Rom 12:1


THANK HIM


1 Thess 5:18; 1 Chron 16:34; Ps 106:47; Matt 26:26; Col 3:17


PROCLAIM HIM


Col 1:28; Deut 32:3; 1 Chron 16:23; 


PRAISE HIM


Heb 13:15; Ps 106:1; Is 38:18; Rom 15:7


GLORIFY HIM


Ps 96:8; John 15:8; John 14:13; 


1 Cor 10:31; 2 Cor 1:20; Phil 2:11;


 1 Pet 1:7; Rev 19:7


HONOR HIM


1 Sam 2:30; Mal 1:6; John 5:21-23; 


1 Cor 6:20


FEAR HIM


Gen 22:12; Ps 2:11; Ps 34:9 Ecc 8:13; Ecc 12:13; Luke 12:5 (Heb 2:15; 


1 Pet 3:14; 1 John 4:18)


REVERE HIM


Heb 12:28; 2 Cor 7:1; Eph 5:21; 


1 Pet 1:17; Heb 5:7


SERVE HIM


Matt 4:10; Joshua 24:15; 2 Chron 19:9


LOVE HIM


John 14:15; 1 John 5:2-4; 


Mark 12:28-30; Prov 8:17


ENTHRONE HIM


Luke 6:46; Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 12:3; 


1 Pet 3:15; Col 2:6











