SERMON
The Shame of the Cross

Scripture Reading – Matthew 27:11-44
1) Read Matthew 27:11-26 as an introduction into crucifixion.
2) Discuss crucifixion.
a) Purpose : To strike shame and fear in maintaining control and order.
· Process: 

· The condemned was whipped or scourged.
· The condemned carried crossbeam to place of punishment.
· The punishment was executed in public. The chosen place was usually a crowded road and area; such as an intersection, high place, or theater; where a significant number of people could see and be moved by fear.

· There, the condemned was stripped naked, nailed to a cross, and hung for display.


· Over the head was placed a notice stating his name and crime

· Quote  Philip W. Goetz, "Crucifixion" (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Chicago, 1988 ed.) Vol. 3, p. 762: “There were various methods of performing the execution. Usually, the condemned man, after being whipped, or "scourged," dragged the crossbeam of his cross to the place of punishment, where the upright shaft was already fixed in the ground. Stripped of his clothing either then or earlier at his scourging, he was bound fast with outstretched arms to the crossbeam or nailed firmly to it through the wrists. The crossbeam was then raised high against the upright shaft and made fast to it about 9 to 12 feet (approximately 3 metres) from the ground. Next, the feet were tightly bound or nailed to the upright shaft. A ledge inserted about halfway up the upright shaft gave some support to the body; evidence for a similar ledge for the feet is rare and late. Over the criminal's head was placed a notice stating his name and his crime. Death, apparently caused by exhaustion or by heart failure, could be hastened by shattering the legs (crurifragium) with an iron club, so that shock and asphyxiation soon ended his life.”

· Quote by Martin Hengel from Crucifixion: “By the public display of a naked victim at a prominent place – at a crossroads, in the theatre, on high ground, at the place of his crime – crucifixion also represented his uttermost humiliation, which had a numinous dimension to it. With Deuteronomy 21.23 in the background, the Jew in particular was very aware of this.”

· Quote by Martin Hengel from Crucifixion: “The chief reason for its use was its allegedly supreme efficacy as a deterrent; it was, of course, carried out publicly. As a rule the crucified man was regarded as a criminal who was receiving just and necessary punishment. There was doubtless a fear that to give up this form of execution might undermine the authority of the state and existing law and order.”
b) People : Crucifixion was reserved for tyrants, robbers, slaves, and rebels and not the average citizen. Most commonly, it was used for and associated with rebellious slaves.
· Quote: Martin Hengel, in his book Crucifixion, wrote about a Roman court case that took place in 63BC where a member of Roman nobility and a senator was on trial for the murder of a tribune of people. In the first section of his speech, the defense lawyer made this comment: How grievous a thing it is to be disgraced by a public court; how grievous to suffer a fine, how grievous to suffer banishment; and yet in the midst of any such disaster we retain some degree of liberty. Even if we are threatened with death, we may die free men. But the executioner, the veiling of the head and the very word ‘cross’ should be far removed not only from the person of a Roman citizen but from his thoughts, his eyes and his ears. For it is not only the actual occurrence of these things or the endurance of them, but liability to them, the expectation, indeed the very mention of them, that is unworthy of a Roman citizen and a free man. (Add emphasis to the last two lines by repeating.)

c) Connotation : Cross symbolized extreme humiliation, shame, and torture. 

· Quote by Martin Hengel from Crucifixion: “People were all too aware of what it meant to bear the cross through the city and then to be nailed to it and feared it; they wanted to get away from it.”

d) Crucifixion as a penalty was remarkably widespread in antiquity. 

· Quote by Philip W. Goetz, "Crucifixion" (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Chicago, 1988 ed.) Vol. 3, p. 762: “In 519 BC Darius I, king of Persia, crucified 3,000 political opponents in Babylon, and in 88 BC Alexander Jannaeus, the Judaean king and high priest, crucified 800 Pharisaic opponents.” 
· Quote by Philip W. Goetz, "Crucifixion" (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Chicago, 1988 ed.) Vol. 3, p. 762: “Constantine the Great, the first Christian emperor, abolished it in the Roman Empire in AD 337, out of veneration for Jesus Christ, the most famous victim of crucifixion.”
· (note: So, what makes Jesus’ death unique? He had the power to save Himself and yet, He chose to die.)

3) Read Matthew 27:27-31. Discuss this from the perspective of Jesus being God. 
a) Jesus had all the power of the universe at His use. He commanded the wind and the waves. He even raised people from the dead. And yet, He endured their insults without saying a word. (Matthew 26:53 – legions of angels at his disposal). HOW WOULD YOU REACT IN THIS SITUATION IF YOU HAD ALL THE POWER OF GOD?

b) He was the King of glory that deserved due worship, and yet, they mocked him as though he were worthless. Is this how the creator of the universe and all good things should be treated?
4) Read Matthew 27:32-34. Discuss the wine to drink. (John 19:28, Jesus says “I am thirsty.”) 

a) The wine vinegar is what we had to offer Christ. This is a portrait of our sin. Jesus took it upon Himself but did not partake. He was without sin. He took our sins unto the cross to death, but never once engaged in sin. He refused to drink it. (Psalms 69:21)
5) Read Matthew 27:35-44. Discuss insults. Verse 40, “Save yourself! Come down off the cross, if you are the Son of God!”
a) They wanted to bring Jesus down to their level. The ways of this world is self-first. The ways of God is love others first. By saving Himself, He would become like them – selfish & self-centered.
b) They wanted to be forced. They did not want to come by faith which is a willing response to revelation. The lords and kings of this world force their authority upon people by deception, fear, and oppression. Our Lord desires willing worshippers. He doesn’t force anyone using such tactics. 

c) They wanted to bring Jesus off the cross to remove their guilt. They cried, “Save yourself” rather than “Save me.” 
· Jesus on the cross is a portrait of our sin. Here is the Lord of the universe who has complete authority over all things hanging naked, beaten and bruised, on a tree. He should have been arrayed with glory. He should have been worshipped by all people. Instead, because of our sin His blood was shed. This is what our sin has done to God. It has hung him on a cross. This is a show of our guilt. This is our admittance of guilt. To acknowledge Christ on the cross is to admit our guilt. It is the first step in our repentance. And so, to bring Jesus down from the cross is to say, “I am not guilty.” It is to keep our sin to ourselves. AND THERE ARE SOME OF YOU HERE THAT WANT TO BRING JESUS OFF THE CROSS. There are some who question, “couldn’t there have been a better way.” There are some of you that will not give Jesus your sin. You will not accept God’s forgiveness. Sure, He can forgive you for the small things. But you will not let Jesus suffer and die for the big sins. You will not have it. And so, just as these men, you hurl insults at him. JESUS CANNOT TAKE YOUR SIN UNLESS YOU GIVE IT TO HIM IN REPENTANCE. Admit your guilt. It is your sin that nailed the hands of Christ to the cross. And in doing so, let the blood of Christ be poured out for your forgiveness. He died for you so that you might be redeemed. Do not cry as these men did by saying “Jesus, save yourself.” Instead, cry continually, “Jesus, save me!”

6) Conclusion

There He hung on the cross as an obedient servant of God. He was naked, tortured, insulted, and killed. This, this Lord of the universe, treated like a rebellious slave because He would not submit to the ways of this world. He was not like them. They were sinful. He is sinless. They were selfish. He is love. They were God’s enemy. He is God’s Son. And though they tried to shame Him, He scorned the shame. (Hebrews 12:2) He considered it nothing. He endured the wrong we heaped upon Him. He was never embarrassed by God. He never shrunk back into ease. He never changed Himself. He hung there, the Word of God– absolute and unchanging, and accomplished the will of His Father. (Isaiah 55:11) And this is what He says to you: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet forfeit his soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”
Luke 9:18-27

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?" 19 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life." 20 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." 23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God."
Matthew 16:24-27

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.
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